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Litteraire. " He became an absolute savage there.
His brain grew more heated, his temper embittered
against himself and all his friends. And at the end of
a few months he quitted his forest, at war with all
mankind."

Here, then, we have in outline, the sketch of the
mythical Jean Jacques of the legend, who serves as the
model for the newly constructed portrait of Eene in
Madame d'Epinay's story, which has been " re-written
from the commencement." Who does not recognize in
the Rene who is to throw consternation and bewilder-
ment into the candid soul of Madame de Montbrillant,
by the bizarre theories which he defends in their walks
and conversations,1 the " man so born for sophistry/7 as
Diderot has it, " that the defence of truth expires in his
hands" ? Who can fail to recognize in the Eene who
has much taste for women, and who is gallantly brusque,2
the artificial cynic, whose chief defect is that he is never
natural, and who, under his mask of rough sincerity,
knows how to practise his old art of flattery, especially
in his dealings with women? Who, again, does not
recognize in the prophecy uttered by Volx, before Eene
takes up his abode in the cottage on the borders of the
wood, about the effect upon a man of his hot head and
impetuous and melancholy temper, of solitude and a
country life, the same ideas and the same phrases
employed in 1762 by the editor of the Correspondance
LittSraire when he recorded the results of Jean Jacques'
residence in the little cottage he had "persecuted"
Madame d'Epinay to give him ?

Both Sainte-Beuve and Mr. John Morley, accepting
as a prophecy the speech as it stands in the Memoirs,
praise Grimm's sagacity in foreseeing exactly what
would be the results for Rousseau of his abandonment
of Paris in 1756, to take up his abode in the country
retreat prepared for him by Madame d'Epinay.

Recognizing that, after twenty months, Rousseau left
1 See note, page 94.                            2 Idem,re, June, 1762. to M. dee, too, if we take his own
Grimm's side, and averted the exposure, which seemedript was written by Madame d iLpmay
